‘Your Excellency’ 
To the Editor: 

John Budris (Op-Ed, Oct. 17) says 
that, following the announcement of 
the Nobel Prize Committee’s deci- 
sion, the Lithuanian President, Vyau- 
tas Landsbergis, sent a congratula- 
tory telegram to Mikhail S. Gorba- 
chev, addressing him as “‘Your Maj- 
esty.” Since such an address is re-. 
served for monarchs, readers would 
be justified in concluding that Presi- 
dent Landsbergis was mocking Presi- 
dent Gorbachev and his award. 

_ Infact, the salutation in Lithuanian 
was .“Jusu Prakilnybe,” properly 
translated- as ‘‘Your Excellency, fi 
similar to ‘‘the Honorable.” | | 
Far from ridiculing Mr. Gorba- 
/Chev, President Landsbergis extend- 
ed his hand in peace and friendship, a 
fitting gesture, given the occasion, 
and a noble one, given the recent ` 
history of Lithuanian-Soviet rela- 
_ tions. : _ GINTE DAMUSIS 
i Director 
Lithuanian Information Center ` 
Brooklyn, Oct. 19, 1990 
a) 


